


CUESA is dedicated to cultivating 

a sustainable food system 

through the operation of the Ferry 

Plaza Farmers Market and its 

educational programs.

Core Values & Vision



Operation of three weekly farmers markets

Promotion of  market seller achievements

Consumer education

Food industry education

Furthering 

Sustainability 



1992
A one-time market leads to a demand for permanent 

market

1993 & 1994
Saturday Market Opens &

CUESA introduces education 

programs 

CUESA’s History



2003

CUESA markets, programs, and offices 

move to the renovated Ferry Building  
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Ferry Plaza Farmers

Market
Certified Farmers Markets

California state  program

Certified Producers

Certified by county ag commissioners annually-

certificates list what is grown, where it’s grown, and in 

what quantities



Certified Producers (farmers, ranchers)

Artisans (bakeries, non-farmstead cheese, 

chutneys, pickles etc.)

Restaurants (eat on-site food purveyors)

Annual applications
Application is by invitation only

Existing sellers re-apply annually

Criteria used to determine who is invited

Who Sells at the 

FPFM?



Tuesdays

20-30 farmers, 10 vendors, 

4 restaurants

Thursdays

10-15 farmers, 5 vendors, 

7 restaurants

Saturdays

50-75 farmers, 20-25 vendors, 

7 restaurants

When is the FPFM?



Average distance to market: 100 miles

100% are family owned

49% certified organic, 7% other certifications

Total estimated 2014 sales at FPFM for all farmers: 

$11,390,000

Farmer Snapshot



Average distance to market: 31 miles

20% of total sales from the FPFM

Total estimated 2014 sales at 

FPFM for all vendors: $2,450,000

Vendor Snapshot



Chef Shopping 

Program
Started in 2004

Increase in participation

Restaurants

Caterers

Private chefs

Artisan food businesses

Value of program

New Initiatives



Information Booth & Information Kiosk

Veggie Valet

Market maps

Parking Validation
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Customer Service at the 

Market



Waste Wise 

Initiative



Education at the 

MarketThe CUESA Classroom

Discovery Station

Market to Table



Monthly 

Celebrations



Food Wise Kids



Seller Signs



Schoolyard to 

Market



Information Sheets



Other Education 

Programs
Cooking Classes

Lectures and Panel Discussions

Policy & Advocacy Campaigns

Farm Tours





E-Letter



Profiles

Seasonality

Recipes

Sustainability

Website: 

www.cuesa.org



Social Media
facebook.com/CUESA

11,000+ followers

twitter.com/CUESA

12,000+ followers flickr.com/CUESA

pinterest.com/CUESA

Instagram: CUESA

23,000+ followers
Foursquare:

Ferry Plaza Farmers 

Market

youtube.com/cuesasf

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&sqi=2&ved=0CHAQoRBQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fplus.google.com%2F115229808208707341778&ei=7yFaUMLfLKiLywGJ-ICwCg&usg=AFQjCNEF9p3o7EenhpXJLZ64_HeDq23vSw


Marketing & PR
Advertising 

Shopper rewards program

Credit card initiatives

Shopper communications





Promotion via 

Partnerships



Seasonal Cocktail 

Nights



Summer Celebration



Sunday Supper
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