Start Gardening Series
11 Trees & Shrubs
In addition to being ornamental, trees
and shrubs provide privacy and shade.
They screen eyesores and provide habitats
for wildlife. Long-lived, they need little
attention once they are established.
In terms of garden design, aim to have a
combination of different shapes, contrasting
colours of foliage and specimens that will
provide interest at different times of the year.
Evergreens keep their leaves, deciduous give a sense of
the seasons: barebranched silhouettes in winter, buds
and blossom in spring, green leaves in summer, autumn
foliage, fruit and berries and interesting bark.

Which Tree?
For maximum health and growth, choose your tree or
shrub to suit soil type, climate and available space. Soil
testing kits are simple to use and available at all good
gardening centres. Consider shape: the wide variety
available includes columnar, conical, spreading and
weeping. Bear in mind that many trees change their
shape dramatically in maturity and different varieties of
the same species can have different shapes; Carpinus
columnaris (Hornbeam) is narrowly compact, Carpinus
pendula is mushroom-headed.
Size is probably the most important consideration.
Never underestimate the potential size of your tree in
maturity. Ideal for a small garden is a specimen that will
reach no more than six metres in ten years. Suitable
deciduous specimens include the crab apple (Malus),
medlar (Mespilus germanica), mountain ash (Sorbus
aucuparia ‘Fastigata’), flowering
cherry (Prunus),
hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), hawthorn (crataegus)
and ornamental sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus

‘Brilliantissimum’); evergreens include columnar
yew (Taxus baccata ‘Fastigiata Aureomarginata’),
colorado spruce (Picea pungens), blue spruce (Picea
pungens ‘Koster’) and the dwarf spruce Picea glauca
var. albertiana ‘Conica’, perfect for the rockery. For a
sheltered town garden, consider Paulownia tomentosa.
In an Irish climate it is unlikely to produce the flowers
that give it its nickname, the foxglove tree, but if the tree
is pollarded (head pruned), the result is spectacularly
large, bright green leaves.

How to plant
Trees and shrubs bought bare-rooted can be planted
between November and March provided the ground
is neither frozen or water-logged. When you order the
tree, order a sturdy stake which should be planted first
and a designed-for-the-job rubber tie to secure the tree
to the stake.
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The secret of good planting is thorough preparation. In
a hole wide enough to take the spread of the roots and
deep enough to bring the soil up to the same level as
it was in the nursery (or container), dig in leaf mould,
well-rotted compost or manure. This helps moisture
retention and provides nutrients.
Container-grown specimens can be planted year round.
Give them a good soaking for 40 minutes before
planting and firm the earth around the tree to ensure
there are no air pockets.
To give it the best start in life the area around any newly
planted tree must be kept weed-free, either by regular
hoeing or covering with ornamental mulch, such as
chipped bark, to help suppress weeds. To give added
interest, spring and autumn flowering bulbs can be
planted in the eye of the tree
Cats can destroy a sapling by using it as a scratching
post. Protect the bark either with wire mesh fencing,
or with a spiral tree guard that wraps round the trunk.

Shrubs
Shrubs should form the framework of any planting plan.
Used in varying heights, widths and shapes, evergreen
and deciduous, they provide structure and perspective,
creating focal points that direct the eye round the
garden.With the right shrubs in the right situation, a
garden will look good year-round. Unlike herbaceous
plants, once established, shrubs are relatively lowmaintenance. They need no annual division and many
require little or no pruning. They can be used for every
purpose, as ground cover and to clothe walls and
clamber over unsightly objects. Many make splendid
architectural specimens. There are fragrant shrubs,
flowering shrubs, dwarf shrubs for rockeries and shrubs
with startlingly beautiful bark and stems. Carefully
chosen shrubs can give an air of maturity to a virgin
plot.

Shrubs for Colour and Fragrance
There are flowering shrubs to give colour and fragrance
throughout the year:Winter-flowering and deliciously
scented Hamamelis mollis, evergreen Viburnum tinus
and Jasminum nudiflorum, an excellent choice to clothe
a north-facing wall. In spring, acid-loving azaleas,
rhododendrons and camellias make a magnificent
show. There are shrub roses in June, lavender in July
and in sheltered districts in August, the huge flowers of
the hibiscus bring a touch of southern climes.
Every garden should have room for a shrub with
spectacular autumn foliage. Better still would be a pair
in dramatically contrasting colours.
Japanese Maples are grown both for their colour and the
shape of their delicate leaves. For a small garden choose
compact varieties, purple-leaved Acer palmatum and
yellow-leaved Acer japonicum would be a good pairing.
Winter brings flaming orange and red berries on a host
of evergreen shrubs, pyracantha, cotoneaster, holly and
skimmia. For pink berries, grow Pernettya mucronata,
and for purple, calliparpa, aptly known as the Beauty
Berry.
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