Start Gardening Series
12 Safe and Simple
Nothing can match the wonderful sounds
of water in a garden. Whether cascading,
bubbling or just trickling, it serves to relax
the body and calm the nerves.Water adds
movement, sound and visual stimulation,
and helps to marry the elements of hard and
soft landscaping, creating a more natural
environment.
The beauty about it is that installing a water
feature in your garden is a relatively easy and
inexpensive operation. This leaflet provides
you with the information that you require
to build a simple water feature, one which is
safe, highly ornamental and inexpensive in
material costs. The circulating pump (which is
essential) will be the most expensive part.

Design: Bubble/flow Fountain

Materials
Construction is simplicity itself and anyone with a
modicum of DIY savvy should be able to install one in
a single weekend!

Bubble fountains work on the principle of a small
submerged circulating pump continuously moving
water from a reservoir to bubble up over polished
stones or up through an ornament/sculpture.

To create the sump all you need is a water proof barrel/
bucket or circular plastic preformed pond shell with just
enough depth to accommodate the circulating pump
comfortably. Pumps and preformed ponds are available
at most garden centres or pond specialists. You could
even make a concrete sump but don’t go to too much
expense or trouble, for it will be covered over with a
rigid wire grid, followed by your own choice of stone
from your local garden centre. Do bear in mind that it
is illegal to remove similar stones from the coastline.

Location

Installing the feature

Many would not have room for a pond or an expanse
of water which could pose a danger to children, so the
next best thing is to go for what is known as a bubble
fountain.

Position your water feature so that it can easily be
enjoyed by you and your family. However, remember
to locate the pump within easy access of, but at least 2
metres from a power supply.

1. Begin by digging a hole large enough to
accommodate the size of the barrel or pond shell
to its rim.

2. Level the rim and check using a spirit level.
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3. Place the pump in position within the barrel. You
may need to stand it on a small tower of bricks in
order to bring the outlet to the desired level. Secure
the pump to the bricks.

4. Cover with a rigid steel grid. This material should
be available as off-cuts from any builder’s providers.
Normally these steel grids are used as strengtheners
for foundations but any kind will do, so long as they
can support the weight you’ll be placing on them.
If the sump is small, galvanised chicken wire may
be used. However, whatever you use, ensure that
all the sharp wire edges are bent down to prevent
someone getting snagged on one later on.

5. Run the cord and tubing up through the mesh.
6. Fill the barrel with water to the top.

7. If you are including a sculpture or other piece of

artwork, make sure the grid can withstand its
weight, otherwise place the sculpture on firm
ground in a way that ensures that all the water will
flow back into the sump.

8. Position the tube from the pump to the level of

the maximum height of the polished stones. If
including an ornament or sculpture, connect the
tubing outlet from the pump to the tube that runs
through the sculpture. If they do not match in size
a connector tube will be required.

9. Cover the grid with the polished stones.

10. In the interest of safety, use a residual circuit breaker
on the socket you use for your pump.

11. Now check the system by turning on the pump
itself. Adjust the rocks to make sure that all the
water is returning to the sump. Otherwise the
water will be depleted and the pump’s motor will
burn out.

Maintenance and enjoyment
Notice how the polished stones take on a lacquered
look, how the different marbling affects show and
how the colours shine in a new way! The bubble
fountain is completely safe for children, pets and the
elderly. The only maintenance is in topping up water
loss through evaporation and what is recommended
by the pump manufacturers. No leaves can blow in to
choke the pump, no water greening will take place as
in conventional pools and a simple switching device
will turn the feature on or off as required.
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