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88%
of consumers trust food and 
drink that comes from 
Ireland

Source: Dashboard | Bounce Insights 

https://dashboard.bounceinsights.com/results/KcpnuzzlrrEZpm0jI7kI
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A Special 
Relationship

€4.8bn
UK Food and Drink Exports 
to Ireland in 2023

€5.9bn
Irish Food and Drink Exports 
to the UK in 2024

Sources: FDF; Bord Bia

Source: Bord Bia Performance and Prospects 2024/25; FDF 
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POULTRY

€83m
PIGMEAT

€150m

BEEF

€1.3bn

€2.5bn

TOTAL UK 
EXPORTS 2023

SHEEPMEAT

€65m

Source: Bord Bia Performance and Prospects 2024/25

Irish Meat Exports 
UK 2024

IFA / Bord Bia Meeting June 2024

Representing 

46% 
of total Irish beef 
exports, the UK is 

#1 
trading partner

€858m
Value Added Meats  
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AI in Value Chain

On Farm 
Technology

Net Zero

Food Security

Technological

Environmental

UK 
Macro Forces

UK Stability? 

EU / US Balancing

Act 

Political

Sluggish Economy

FTA’s  

Economic

Regulatory 
Divergence (SPS)

Environmental 
Regulation 

Legal

Farmer Protests

Changing Consumer
Social
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TradeCustomer

Consumer

Market 
Dynamics
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ConsumerLong term, red meat has lost share to white meat and convenience products 

-62% less 
fresh red 

meat since 
1980

Source: AHDB “Long term protein trends explored”
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Client

Consumer

Consumer2023 was a difficult year for red meat in UK; 2024 was better 

Sources: Kantar; The Grocer / AHDB  
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Client

Consumer

ConsumerConsumer confidence low but improving 

Sourcee: Statista 
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38%
Growth in UK meat snacks 

sector since 2022 

IRI/Kantar, 2024 

Consumer

Health, Snacking, On-the-Go Trends continue to grow

Sourcee: AHDB / YouGov; Bord Bia / AHDB Beef Campaign; IRI / Kantar 
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Consumer

57.3% 72.0% 65.7% 61.3% 62.6% 63.2% 62.8%
62.4%

42.7% 28.0% 34.3%
38.7%

37.4%
36.8% 37.2%

37.6%

£224.3

£196.6
£213.5

£237.5

£260.0
£274.0 £284.9

£331.1
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£ 
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Total UK food and drink market (£ bn)

Eating In Eating Out

Consumer

Dining in retains share with premium, quality and convenience

Sourcee: IGD; Tesco / The Grocer  
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Customer

Retailers promote meat on price, driving volume to retain share 

14% of 
Grocery 
Spend

Sourcee: TikTok (samanthagoble7);  AHDB 
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Customer

Prices should rise in 2025… 

UK Beef 
Production 

Forecast
-5% 

Sourcee: The Grocer; AHDB 
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Foodservice returning to growth with Food-to-Go; QSR, Retail, Travel & 
Leisure 

61% 
of UK consumers looking 
for an experience led 
dining occasion

Sourcee: IGD; Bord Bia Cultivate  

Customer
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▪ Volumes are minor but growing

▪ Compliance and segregation are complex

▪ Alternative markets in Asia and US are 
currently more attractive

Trade

This can change:

▪ If China shut out AU product 

▪ AU exporters adjust to UK customer needs

▪ Foodservice immediate challenge 

▪ Ireland still importer of choice 

Global trading conditions evolving 

Sourcee: GIRA; SCMP.com 
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Why the 
UK relies 
on and 
trusts Irish 
Meat

IFA / Bord Bia Meeting June 2024

Geographical 
Proximity  

Trust in Quality
 Standards 

Security 
of 
Supply

Trade
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So What?  

Grow Retail Share Foodservice Sub-Channel 
Focus 

Consumer Insight-
led Innovation 

Underpinned by Sustainability 
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donal.denvir@bordbia.ie; sean.deane@bordbia.ie; maresa.ronan@bordbia.ie; cian.omahony@bordbia.ie  

mailto:donal.denvir@bordbia.ie
mailto:sean.deane@bordbia.ie
mailto:maresa.ronan@bordbia.ie
mailto:cian.omahony@bordbia.ie


Thank you.
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