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2019: -61,009 head
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Finished Cattle Supplies - Export Meat Plants
2016 - 2020(F)
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• Overall exports 21% higher, at 295,000 hd (to mid-Dec)

• Calf exports 24% higher, at 200,000 hd

• Weanlings & stores up 3%, to 66,000 hd

• Adult cattle increased by 22%, to 29,000 hd
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(head) 2018 2019 % change

Total

NI

GB

Italy

Spain

Netherlands

Belgium

Other EU

Turkey

Other int. mkt.s

245,272

23,893

5,341

23,775

91,728

48,740

13,459

19,341

12,870

6,125

295,347

32,616

5,387

29,781

90,095

84,486

2,961

26,230

10,239

13,552

+20%

+37%

-

+25%

-2%

+73%

-78%

+36%

-20%

+121%

Live Cattle Exports 2019
Distribution of Live Exports from Ireland to w/e. 14th Dec.



Herd Profile / Calf 
Births



Ireland - Dairy vs. Suckler Cows: 1975 - 2019
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-27,000
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Calf Registrations marginally lower in 2019

Source - ICBF / AIM



Calf Registrations by Breed Jan-Nov 2019 vs ‘18

Source - AIM
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Producer Prices: Ireland R3 Steer
(c/kg excl VAT)

During 2019, Irish R3 steer price declined by 6.8% vs. 2018 (€3.60 vs. €3.85)

(w/e 29/12)  Irish Price Dec ’19: €3.55/kg vs. Dec. ‘18: €3.66/kg 
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Producer Prices: Ireland vs. UK & Continental EU
(c/kg excl VAT)

Latest prices: Ireland €3.55/kg vs. UK €3.99 vs. Continental EU: €3.64/kg 

During 2019, Irish R3 steer €3.60 vs. UK R3 steer €3.88, Continental EU R3 YB €3.60



British Cattle Price Development in Sterling terms

W/e. 28th Dec: GB R3 steers average £3.41 @ 85p = €3.99/kg
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IRISH BEEF EXPORTS 2019

Total 624,000 Tonnes     -1.5%
(inc offals) €2.25bn -7%

Britain 265,000T (cwe)    -11%

Continental EU   250,000T (cwe)       nc

International        45,000T (cwe)       +80%



UK

Imports: 420,000t / Exps 120,000t

UK Production +1%

Imports -13%

2020 ↓

France

Imports 300,000t / Exps 230,000t

FR Production -2.3%

2020 ↓

Germany

Imports 600,000t/ Exp 400,000t

DE Prodn. +1.8%

2020 →

Italy

Imports 330,000t

Also imports 1.2m cattle

IT Prodn -2.2%

2020 →

EU Beef Production declined by 0.5% in 2019

Poland

PL Production -2.2%

2020 ↑

Netherlands

NL Production -7.5%

2020 →

Spain

ES Production +2.4%

2020 ↑

Further decline of 0.5% forecast for 2020



EU-28 Beef Consumption
Source: EU Commission
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EU-28 Beef Consumption
Source: EU Commission
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Negative Messaging Impacts Consumer Choice



Trying to reduce meat consumption
overall; not just beef

Concern about animal welfare

Concern about the environmental
impact of beef production

Trying to reduce meat consumption
overall; not just beef

Concern about animal welfare

Concern about the environmental
impact of beef production

2019 Beef Research – Shoppers questioning their beef consumption

Behaviour in Relation to the Consumption 
of Different Proteins

2% 1%
7% 6%

30%
26%

41% 55%

20%
12%

Have never consumed
this product

Stopped consuming
altogether

Consuming less

Consuming the
same amount

Consuming more
37%

26%

22%

48%

38%

31%

Key Reasons for 
Reducing/Stopping Beef 

Consumption

Not changing the amount 
of beef you consume

Increasing the amount of 
beef you consume

Stopping the consumption 
of beef altogether

Cutting back on the 
amount of beef you 

consume

41% 37%

15%
9%

37% 46%

4%
3%

Possible Future Behaviour in 
Relation to Beef Consumption

-16% 4%NET Consumption

Aspects Influencing Decision Making When Purchasing Beef
How the animal

has been 
treated & reared 
(animal welfare)

Whether the
beef is free 

from additives or 
preservatives

The origin of 
the beef

Whether the beef 
has been 
produced 

sustainably
The cost of
buying beef

The impact beef 
production 
has on the 

environment

The impact of 
consuming beef
might have on 

your own health

63% 61% 58% 56% 50% 48% 44%

54% 50% 44% 48% 51% 45% 44%

% impactful
(7-10)
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Beef Consumption Trends– Key Markets 2019

Source: Kantar Worldpanel, Bord Bia
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Britain      

- Most 

pressure 

on higher 

value cuts
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EU-28 Beef Exports
2019: +8% 

EU-28 Beef Imports
2019: -3%

Forecast 2025: 
+15%

Forecast 2025: 
+16% 
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Summary

• Irish cattle supplies declined by 61,000 hd

• Lower cattle prices, especially in July & August 2019

• EU beef output declined by 0.5%

• Prices also declined in UK & across EU

• Market situation impacted by:

- Pressure on retail sales, especially higher value cuts

- 11% decline in Irish beef exports to UK

• EU Exports up 8% and Imports down 3% in 2019

• International markets  delivering growth …  with risk and volatility



Thank You

Happy New Year!
Mark Zieg

Beef Market Outlook 2020
Thank You 


